
Directors 

All Association members and lake area property owners 
are invited and encouraged to attend the annual meeting 
of the Prindle Lake Association.  It is scheduled on Satur-
day, September 15 at 10:00 am at the Grange Hall on 
Main Street, Charlton.   

The annual meeting provides a forum to learn more about 
activities of the Association and status of the lake.  It also 
provides the opportunity to share your thoughts and 
opinions on issues involving Prindle Lake and its water-
shed. 

The by-laws of the Association govern the composition of 
the Board of Directors.  To insure broad representation, 
the provisions allow for three Directors from Oak Ridge 
Drive, three from Pumpkin Lane and three to five addi-
tional directors at-large, as well as a Secretary and a 
Treasurer.  Election of Directors, Secretary and Treasurer 
are held at this meeting.  The President is elected at the 

first Director’s meeting following the Annual Meeting.   

There are openings on the Board of Directors and we 
hope you will seriously consider expanding your role in 
the Association.  Please read the article below. 

Exercise your right to vote and join us on Sept. 15.  It’s a 
great time to 
meet with your 
neighbors, en-
joy some re-
freshments and 
help set the 
direction for 
Prindle Lake 
Association.  
Thank you for 
your support.   

Without active involvement by its members, the lake as-
sociation will not survive.  Several area lakes have severe 
weed infestation because their association withered due 
to lack of interest and active participation by members.  
An article in the March 24, 2007 Telegram & Gazette cites 
these exact problems impacting lakes close to home - Big 

Alum and Cedar 
Lakes in Stur-
bridge.  They are 
faced with major 
expense and per-
mitting costs that 
could have been 
avoided if an active 
weed management 
program was main-
tained.   

Don’t let this happen to Prindle Lake.  Additional people 
are needed to fill  openings on the Board of Directors.  
New ideas and participation are always welcome.   

Serving on the Board does not take a lot of time.  The 
Association meets about 9 times a year. We do need your 
commitment to be an active participant.  It presents a 
great opportunity to serve a good cause and has the 
added benefits of getting to know your neighbors better 
and help to maintain your home value.       

The term is one year beginning at 
the Annual Meeting.  We need you 
now!  Please contact any of the Direc-
tors to express your interest or come to 
the annual meeting on Sept. 15 and be-
come part of making a difference for 
Prindle Lake.   
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The following report was submitted by Aquatic Control 
Technology, Inc. after an inspection of Prindle Lake on July 
5, 2007.  The inspection was done by Gerald Smith, Presi-
dent/Aquatic Biologist.  Brad Smith (no relation), Director 
of Prindle Lake Association, accompanied Gerry on the tour.  
Gerry Smith said the following:   

“The lake looked good overall.  The plant growth we did ob-
serve was comprised primarily of a species of thin-leaved 
pondweed with a lesser amount of bladderwort.  The vege-
tative cover was generally in the range of just 0-15% or 0-
25% but the plant growth was mostly low (close) to the bot-
tom and not a problem to swimming or other recrea-
tion.  Some of this pondweed will grow taller as the summer 
progresses and may start to approach the water surface but 
if so, not likely until late July or August sometime.  Based on 
our observations at the time of the lake inspection, it was 
Brad's and my mutual recommendation that chemical treat-
ment was not warranted at this time and most likely no 
treatment will be needed this year. 

Last year's chemical treatment of the water lilies did a very 
good job!  We found only widely scattered lilies but we did 
observe some very small lilies starting to grow and come up 
just off the lake bottom.  Even in the cove , where com-
plaints have apparently been received about lily growth this 
year, it was not our opinion that those  scattered patches of 

Aquatic Control Technology, Inc. - Inspection of Prindle Lake - July 19,2007 

lilies that exist there now, pose an impairment to the use of 
the lake or to those waterfront property owners in that 
area.   

Seeing how no treatment is likely to occur this year and that 
we're currently "flat-out" with existing chemical treatments 
and other projects that are ongoing.  I may not get around 
to doing a report and map of plant distribution for you until 
sometime later in the summer.  If conditions change appre-
ciably at the lake, however, I trust you will contact me and 
we will respond promptly. 

Thank you.   

Gerry Smith” 

The Prindle Lake Association spon-
sored a cook-out for all lake residents 
on August 25.  Nancy Smith and 
Karen Visser organized the party 
which was graciously hosted by An-
drew & Karen Visser of Oak Ridge 
Drive.  The waterfront setting and 
hospitality were ideal.   
 
About 30 people attended, arriving by 
car, boat and foot.  The weather co-
operated with warm, sunny tempera-
tures and a refreshing breeze.     
 
The best part was the socializing.  It 
was wonderful to spend time getting 
to know our neighbors better.  Every-
one had a great time.        
   
There was a delicious assortment of 
food, beverages, salads and tempting 
desserts.  No one went home hungry.  
 
Swimming was enjoyed by several 
people.  It was a great opportunity to 
take a break from our busy lives and 
relax with our neighbors.  The con-
sensus of attendees was the event 
was a huge success!  Let’s hope it will 
be an annual tradition.   

Prindle Lake Block Party 

The Defranco’s  kayaking on Prindle 
Lake 

A good time was had by all! 

 
Editorial note:  Wa-
ter samples were 
taken to Aquatic 
Control on Aug. 27 
because of water 
clarity.  We hope to 
have a report for the 
Annual Meeting on 
Sept. 15.   



       Year in Review 

Tom & Claudette Racine 
Richard & Linda Renzoni 
Frank & Ruth Rogers 
Dr. John Santos 
John & Nancy Sarafian 
Steve & Lisa Sergio 
Brad & Nancy Smith 
Kara & Andy Smith 
Jerzy & Anna Sobota 
Robert & Elinor Stead 
Linda & Stephen Szaban 
Michael & Denise Thomas 
Jeffrey Thompson 
Sheila & Michael Viel 
Andrew & Karen Visser 
Dorota & Janusz Warnajtys 
Ray & Christine Webb 
Barry Williamson 
Dr. Pamela Wilson 
Hadley Zabinski 

Roland & Gina Allain 
Joe Bialy 
Dave Bidwell 
Fr. Angelos Bishara 
Glenna Brownell 
Ted & Pam Christensen 
Kathleen Murray & Jim Collins 
John & Pat Colognesi 
Scott & Diane Crowe 
Roger & Elizabeth Davis 
Serafino & Ann DeFranco 
Shannon & Tony Devoe 
Bill & Nancy Duby 
Donald & Laura Guertin 
Steve & Kathy Hair 
Bruce & Nancy McKinstry 
Norma Narus 
Tina & Ronald Niedbala 
Jeff & Marie Palmer 
Izabela Pupek & Konrad 
Dzierzynski 
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A Big “Thank You” to Our 2007 Contributors!  

Prindle Lake is a quiet, serene lake but acci-
dents can happen anytime, anywhere.  We 
have been fortunate that no serious injuries 
have happened on our lake.  It’s a good idea for 
everyone to review basic water safety tips.  Re-
member, prevention can save lives.   

♦ All children and inexperienced swimmers 

should wear a US Coast Guard approved 

personal floatation device. 

♦ Watch out for the dangerous “too’s” - too 

tired, too cold, too much sun, too much 

strenuous activity, too far from safety. 

♦ Use feet-first entry when entering the wa-

ter. 

♦ Do not mix alcohol with swimming, diving 

or boating.  

…….Phosphorus is a nutrient that causes excessive aquatic plant growth.  
The State of Massachusetts has banned phosphorus in hand dishwashing 
liquids and laundry detergents but dishwasher products are exempt.   

Did You Know…. 

Prindle Lake Association has continued to partner with  
Aquatic Control Technology, Inc. of Sutton, MA to maintain a 
weed management program which began in 2001.  Our 
strategy of alternating lake-wide treatments and spot treat-
ments has proven successful.  We were encouraged by 
Aquatic Control’s inspection report showing that no treat-
ment was required for 2007.  This provides temporary relief 
to our financial resources.     

The Association’s year started with a treasury balance of 
$9813 as of 7/26/06.  Payments to Aquatic Control since 
7/06 totaled $4250 ($1250 for lily pad treatment, $3000 
permitting and inspection costs).  The Association paid 
$2250 ($625+$1625) of this total from our treasury and 
$2000 ($625+$1375) in matching funds received from the 
Town of Charlton.  Other expenses included taxes of $478 
and misc. supplies/postage $204.   

Income received from dues and weed control was $4490, 
down about $500 from last year.  Interest income was much 

higher this year at $236 as a 
result of placing some money in a CD.  This leaves the Asso-
ciation with a net balance of $11607 as of August 1, 2007.   

The Town’s contribution was appreciated.  We have submit-
ted a formal request for additional funds in the current town 
budget which are available until June 30, 2008.          

The current cost for a lake-wide treatment is roughly 
$12500 which represents about 3 years of income at current 
collection rates.   

In the spring, the Association requested and received a 
three year extension from the Department of Environmental 
Protection on our permit that allows for chemical treatment 
of the lake.  Other activities included the first Association 
block party in August and continued publication of our an-
nual newsletter, Fish Tales.    

All in all, 2007 was another successful year for the Associa-
tion and for Prindle lake.  We hope you all agree!     

Gel/Liquids % Phos-

phorus 

Citrus Magic 0% 

Seventh Generation 0% 

Palmolive 3.3% 

Electrasol Gel 3.7% 

Cascade   4.5% 

Powder 

Trader Joe’s 

Electrasol 

Sunlight 2 in 1 

Cascade 

Cascade Complete 

% Phos-

phorus 

0% 

4.5% 

4.5% 

6.4% 

6.9% 

Tablets/Pacs 

Sun & Earth 

Market Basket Tabs 

Cascade 2-1 

Sunlight 3-1 

Electrasol 

% Phos-

phorus 

0% 

8% 

8% 

8.6% 

8.7% 

How does your automatic dishwasher detergent compare to others in phosphorus content? 

 
Water Safety 



Past Year Officers and Board of Directors 

Frank Rogers (President)  248-5200 

Glenna Brownell   248-6938 

Serafino Defranco  248-5885 

Don Guertin (Treasurer)  248-7853 

Jeff Palmer   248-6371 

Nancy Sarafian (Secretary) 248-9596 

Brad Smith   248-7281 

Bob Stead   248-5259 

Linda Szaban   248-6215 

Andrew Visser   248-5322 

Pamela Wilson   248-9050 

P.O. Box 386 

Charlton, MA  01507 

PRINDLE LAKE 

ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Web Sites of Interest 
MA Congress of Lakes & Ponds 

http://www.macolap.org/ 
 

MA Congress of Lakes & Ponds Central Chapter  

http://www.colapcentral.org/ 
 

Read more about lawns and fertilizers in Minnesota  

http://www.lakeaccess.org/fertilizer.html 

 

North American Lake Management Society 

http://www.nalms.org/ 
 

Learn about the environment & have fun! 

http://www.epa.gov/kids/ 
 

MA Department of Conservation 

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/waterSupply/lakepond/

lakepond.htm 
 

Water Safety Tips from the Red Cross 

http://www.redcross.org/services/hss/tips/

healthtips/safetywater.html 

Thank you to all who paid their 2007 dues and 
contributed to the weed control program.   

For those who didn’t join, it’s never too late.  Dues are 
$30.00 annually and we suggest a $70.00 contribution for 
weed control.   

Please send your dues and/or contribution for weed control 
to: 

Prindle Lake Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 386 
Charlton, MA  01507 

Or bring with you to the Annual Meeting. 

BE A FRIEND TO PRINDLE LAKE - JOIN TODAY! Membership  

Got Fish? 
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Be kind to the environment.  Please don’t lit-
ter, and take a moment to clean up after 
those who unfortunately do.   Let’s keep the 
Prindle Lake area beautiful.   

More on Phosphorus…. 

The Town of Webster recently approved an article to ban 

the sale and use of lawn fertilizer containing phosphorus.  

The Webster Lake Association said that phosphorus pro-

motes weed and algae growth in the lake and was a threat 

to the town’s water supply.  Minnesota is the first state in 

the country to ban phosphorus in fertilizers.  Webster is 

hopeful to initiate a similar ban in Massachusetts.    


